Dear Educator,

The Iowa Beef Industry Council has developed a resource to help teach about where our food comes from.  The enclosed computer disc contains PowerPoint presentations and accompanying activities on cattle and how we get beef to eat. Teachers have asked us for photos of cattle and this is the best way for us to provide them.  We understand that not all classrooms have access to computers for a slide show, but would encourage educators to print off the presentation and prepare a booklet to read.

Wow That Cow! …A lesson on “Cows” for lower elementary students

My Cheeseburger Came from the Farm!  …A lesson on where our food comes 







   from for upper elementary students

To use the PowerPoint presentations:

· Students may operate the PowerPoint presentation by themselves on a computer

· Share the presentation with the class using a projector or TV screen

· Print off the presentation, one or two slides per page, laminate and bind, and use as a story booklet

· Print off individual slides to use as photos of farm animals, etc.

Format:

· Activities for each grade level are located in Word documents in the Activities & Lessons folder, arranged by grade, under Teacher Information. 

· PowerPoint presentations are available in both PC and Mac versions.

· If your computer does not have PowerPoint installed, we have provided a viewer to allow you to use the presentations.  See instructions provided with the disc.

Volunteers in the classroom:

· To have a cattle producer volunteer come into your classroom, either contact your county Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom coordinator (call the county Farm Bureau office) or your county cattlemen’s association (call the County Extension Office or the number listed below).

Additional handouts and education kits are available from the Iowa Beef Industry Council.  To contact us with questions or to order:



Iowa Beef Industry Council



PO Box 451



Ames, IA  50010



Phone:    515-296-2305



Fax:        515-296-4873



Email
   beef@iabeef.org
HELP!

This series of activities is a draft and a work in progress in response to teacher and volunteer requests.  Please help us improve and evaluate the presentations and activities by returning the enclosed evaluation form.  Thank you.

Wow That Cow! … A lesson on “Cows” for lower 

elementary students
Classroom Units:

· Animals

· The farm and where our food comes from

Science Standards: 

· Characteristics of Organisms – beef cattle

      -  beef cattle stomach (digestive system)

· Life Cycles of Organisms – life cycle of beef cattle

-  cattle give us food to eat

· Organisms and their Environments – where cattle live

   -  how farmers care for cattle

   -  what cattle eat

Objectives:  

· Students will learn appropriate vocabulary and identify cattle names (bull, cow, etc.)

· Students will learn about the life of a farm animal (cattle) 

· Students will learn how farmers care for their cattle

· Students will be able to explain the difference between a beef and dairy animal

· Students will learn what cattle eat and where they live

· Students will learn that cattle give us food … meat and milk

PowerPoint Presentation – Wow That Cow! – this presentation is like a slide show and is found on the computer disc.  Teacher notes are included with most slides.  Please review the presentation. You may use the presentation in several ways:

· Show the presentation to the class using an LCD projector.

· Show the presentation through a computer or TV screen.

· Students may view the presentation individually on a computer.

· Print out the presentation on paper, one or two photos per page.  Laminate and make into a booklet to read.  

· Invite a cattle producer into the classroom to bring feed samples and share experiences of raising cattle.

· Do one or more of the following activities in class.

Additional Activities Included (print off from computer disc):

· Beef Cattle Memory Game – print off cards and photos in color, cut and laminate.  Use as a memory/matching game to match words and photos.

· Jokes and Fun Facts – just for fun!

· Vocabulary Coloring  Page – helps student identify vocabulary words 
· Presentation On Cattle – a short outline for a presentation by a teacher or volunteer on cattle (located in the For the Volunteer folder)

.
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· For the teacher: 

· Wow That Cow! Vocabulary – background for the teacher

· Wow That Cow! brochure for background information (brochure in packet)

· Website Resource Listing – websites for more information about cattle and the beef industry

Order from the Iowa Beef Industry Council:

· Iowa Kids Cook – coloring page for students. Order one per student – free

· Beef It Up! – take-home recipes for students to prepare at home with parents. Order one per student – free

· Hamburger stickers – one per student – free

· Educational Materials Catalog for Pre-K to Grade 12 – teachers may order free education kits from the National Cattlemen's Beef Association.  One kit free if you teach the grade level and subject matter.  Or go to www.teachfree.com and download an order form.

Other Activities:

· Bring samples of feedstuffs for students to touch and smell.  See lesson, “Presentation on Cattle” for lower elementary students.

· Print “Cow Activity Booklet” for each student.  Students can do the activities within the cow shapes, and cut out the booklet.

· Print off photos and accompanying vocabulary words.  Use as matching experience or on a bulletin board.

· Print “Beef Cattle Memory Game”, laminate and cut into squares.  Have students play memory to match vocabulary words and photos.

· Copy coloring page showing cattle in the field and have students find vocabulary words.

My Cheeseburger Came from the Farm!  

…A lesson on where our food comes from for upper elementary students

Classroom Units:

· Food system / food cycle

· Environment

Science Standards

· Structure and function in living systems – what cattle eat and their ruminant digestive 






  system

· Life cycles – life cycle of beef animal

· Populations and ecosystems – how cattle fit in food cycle

          -  cattle and the environment they live in


    -  cattle help recycle products humans cannot use

Social Studies Standards

· Production, Distribution and Consumption – farm to table story of beef – food chain

    -  products that come from cattle

    -  how farmers care for their cattle

    -  state study unit – producing cattle is a 
major industry in our state

Objectives:  
· Students will learn how farmers care for their livestock and what their care responsibilities are

· Students will learn where cattle fit into the food chain / production cycle

· Students will learn how cattle enhance our environment 

· Students will learn about the products cattle provide humans – food and other products

· Students will be able to trace the farm to table story of a cheeseburger 

· Students will understand the value of cattle to humans

PowerPoint Presentation – My Cheeseburger Came From the Farm – this presentation is like a slide show and is found on the computer disc.  Teacher notes are included with most slides.  Please review the presentation. You may use the presentation in several ways:

· Show the presentation to the class using an LCD projector.

· Show the presentation through a computer or TV screen.

· Students may view the presentation individually on a computer.

· Print out the presentation on paper, one or two photos per page.  Laminate and make into a booklet to read.  

· Invite a cattle producer into the classroom to bring feed samples and share experiences of raising cattle.

· Do one or more of the following activities in class.
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Additional Activities Included (print off from computer disc):

· Adding Value to Iowa Products – lesson plan on converting Iowa’s resources (soil, water, sun) to food products 
· By-Products Unscramble – called “I didn’t know that came from cattle!”  After viewing or reading “My Cheeseburger Came From a Farm”, students should be able to unscramble words.

· Cheeseburger Connection – students will investigate all the connections and careers involved in the production of a cheeseburger.

· It’s All About Beef Word Search – word search puzzle

· Jokes and Fun Facts – just for fun!

· Ruminants Recycle– lesson and activity where students learn about the ruminant digestive system and how cattle create nutritious beef from cellulose products humans cannot eat.

· Wastes Are Food, Too! – students identify food waste products fed to cattle in various parts of the country.  Map skills are used.

· My Cheeseburger Came from the Farm Comprehension Worksheet – students can view the PowerPoint presentation and answer questions from the worksheet.  See Secondary level folder. 

For the teacher: 

· Beef Cattle Facts and Figures – state statistics on Iowa cattle production

· Background Vocabulary for the Teacher– background for the teacher

· Wow That Cow! - brochure for background information (brochure in packet)

· Website Resource Listing – websites for more information about cattle and the beef industry

Order from the Iowa Beef Industry Council:

· Wow That Cow! A-moo-sing Facts – coloring handout for students.  Order one per student – free

· Beef It Up! – take-home recipes for students to prepare at home with parents. Order one per student – free

· Burgertown.com – bookmark for youth  website.  One per student - free

· Hamburger stickers – one per student – free

· Educational Materials Catalog for Pre-K to Grade 12 – teachers may order free education kits from the National Cattlemen's Beef Association.  One kit free if you teach the grade level and subject matter.  Or go to www.teachfree.com and download an order form.

