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Hauling cattle is an integral part of most operations. 
Whether cattle are hauled to the local livestock market 
or to a different pasture, ensuring that proper transpor-
tation practices are used can prevent injury to your cat-
tle. Reducing cattle stress and injury can also lead to 
more profitable operations. 
 
The National BQA program, which is funded by The 
Beef Checkoff, recently released a new brochure, Stock 
Trailer Transportation of Cattle, aimed at producers to 
assist them with hauling cattle to market. The brochure 
contains a lot of helpful information from routine trailer 
maintenance to loading and unloading cattle to weather 
considerations for transporting cattle. They also have 
created a bumper sticker for your trailer with the rec-
ommended number of head to load based on trailer size 
and weight of cattle. 
 
The following are cattle loading/unloading tips to help 
ensure your cattle arrive at their destination in a safe 
and healthy manner: 
• When loading and unloading cattle onto the trailer 

move them slowly and quietly. 
• Use low stress handling techniques when moving, 

loading and unloading cattle. 
• Avoid using electric prods and aggressive use of 

canes, whips and 
sorting sticks. This 
will minimize stress, 
help prevent the ani-
mals from getting 
excited and lessen 
the amount of shrink. 

• Sort cattle into 
groups based on size 
and sex. Load differ-
ent groups into sepa-
rate compartments. 

• Load heavier cattle 
towards the front of 
the trailer. 

 
• Allow cattle to establish a flow onto the trailer as this 

will reduce stress. 
 
The following is a checklist for hauling cattle to be sold: 
1. Are cattle physically able to be loaded and unloaded? 
2. Can cattle walk normally, bearing weight on all four 

legs? 
3. Are any cattle suffering from advanced stages of 

health disorders such as cancer eye, open wounds, 
mastitis, emaciation, malnutrition, exhaustion or de-
formity? 

4. Can each animal keep up with the rest of the group? 
5. If cattle have been treated has the withdrawal time 

passed? 
6. Are cattle completely blind? 
 
BQA programs require that animals be handled in a man-
ner that will result in a high quality product for consum-
ers. Transporting cattle from farm to farm or to the market 
must not jeopardize the quality of product produced. 
There is also an economic incentive to properly transport 
cattle. Cattle that are injured will sell for less, so taking 
steps to prevent injury in transit can result in higher sell-
ing prices. Similarly cattle that are injured or bruised will 
have a greater degree of trim loss. This is particularly true 

for market cows and bulls 
which usually do not have 
enough fat thickness to 
help provide some degree 
of protection from bruis-
ing. Cattle suffering from 
weather related stress will 
be more susceptible to dis-
ease. Taking care to follow 
these recommended trans-
portation practices can re-
sult in higher quality beef, 
less trim loss, fewer inju-
ries and a more profitable 
operation. 

To order a free Stock Trailer Trans-
portation of Cattle brochure and 
bumper sticker please call 515-296
-2305 or email Brian@iabeef.org. 


