
We are fortunate to have three Iowa
Chapters of Ronald McDonald
House Charities located throughout
the state to support families dealing

with serious health care issues for their children.
Covering Eastern Iowa and Western Illinois, Cen-
tral Iowa and Northwest Iowa, the chapters focus
on providing family-centered programs and services
that advance children’s health.

The cornerstone program for Ronald McDonald
House Charities
(RMHC) is the chapter
houses located in Des
Moines, Iowa City and
Sioux City. Together
they have served a total
of 43,555 families with
79% being from Iowa.
The programs support
families with children
being seen at a nearby
hospital, and the aver-
age length of stay for
families staying at one of the RMHC chapter
houses in Iowa is six nights. Support from the Gov-
ernor’s Charity Steer Show helps buy down the cost
of staying at the houses, but no family is ever turned
away due to the inability to pay.

You have the ability to impact hundreds of families
with health-impaired children by participating in
the 34th annual Governor’s Charity Steer Show. On
average, throughout the history of this event, it has
raised $100,000 a year for the three chapters.

Governor Terry E. Branstad is honored to
host the 34th

annual Gov-
ernor’s Char-

ity Steer Show and would
like to invite you to join in
to support the Ronald
McDonald House Chari-
ties...and have a little fun
in the process.

About the Iowa Beef Industry Council:
Producer-directed and consumer-
focused, the Iowa Beef Industry
Council is funded by the $1-per-
head beef checkoff. Checkoff dol-

lars are invested in beef promotion,
consumer information, research, indus-

try information and foreign market development, all
with the purpose of strengthening beef demand. For
more information, visit www.iabeef.org.

About the Iowa Cattlemen's Association:
The Iowa Cattlemen’s Association represents 10,000

beef-producing families and asso-
ciated companies dedicated to
the future of Iowa’s beef industry.
ICA’s mission is “Grow Iowa’s
beef business through advocacy,

leadership and education.” For more information,
visit www.iacattlemen.org.

Iowa Chapters of the Ronald
McDonald House Charities:

Des Moines: www.rmhdesmoines.org
Iowa City: www.rmhc-eiwi.org
Sioux City: www.rmhc-siouxland.org
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There are few moments of comfort for the anxious family of a
seriously ill child.

In a joint effort led by Iowa’s cattle
producers and the Governor, many
generous donors work together to
bring comfort, hope and healing to
these families through the Governor’s
Charity Steer Show.

Each year the Governor’s Charity
Steer Show brings together personali-
ties in media, business, sports and
government, to lead 1,300-pound
steers in historic Pioneer Livestock Pavilion dur-
ing the Iowa State Fair. Thousands of fairgoers
flock to the event to not only root for their
favorite celebrity, but also share their support for
a worthy cause led by the Iowa cattle industry.

The worthy cause is charitable support for the
three Iowa Chapters of the Ronald McDonald
House Charities located in the state
which provide a “home away from
home” for families who have a child
undergoing treatment and care at a
nearby hospital.

How it works
The success of the Governor’s Charity
Steer Show depends on the generosity
of many people lending a hand to
support families in need. Companies,
individuals and organizations pur-
chase and exhibit steers at the show.
Celebrities offer their time and assist in spreading the word
about the show and the Iowa Chapters of the Ronald McDonald
House Charities (RMHC). With the strong support of Iowa

cattle producers, the Iowa Beef Industry Council and the Iowa
Cattlemen’s Association handle the details and logistics
of the event.

After the steer show, each steer is auctioned to the high-
est bidder. The buyers include a variety of individuals
and companies, many of whom are not directly affiliated
with the cattle industry but are interested in providing
support for families in need.

The winning bidder for each steer has the opportunity
to immediately turn over handling of the
steer to a beef processing representative for
the steer’s fair market value. In this case, the
full amount of the auction bid above the
value goes to benefit the RMHC Iowa
Chapters. For example, if the fair market
value of a steer is $2,200
and the winning bid is
$10,000, the buyer will
have donated $7,800 to
the chapters.

Our track record
Since its inception in 1983, the
Governor’s Charity Steer Show has
generated over $2.7 million in sup-
port of RMHC chapters. During
that same time, more than 35,000
Iowa families have been served. Ad-
ditionally, another 8,000 families
coming from all 50 states and more
than 60 foreign countries have used
the Iowa facilities.

Get involved
Providing strength for families of seriously
ill children takes many. Similar to a commu-

nity coming to the assis-
tance of a neighbor in
need, the Governor’s
Charity Steer Show
would like to invite you,
an important member of
our Iowa community, to
join in supporting the
Iowa Chapters of the
Ronald McDonald House
Charities. You can donate a
steer, show a steer, or buy a steer;
and join us in having a bit of fun in the
process.

It’s MORE than just a PLACE to bunk
Governor’s Charity Steer Show provides comfort and a “home away from home”

How can you help?
If you are interested
in more information,
please contact the
Iowa Beef

Industry Council at
515.296.2305 or
doug@iabeef.org
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