
 
 

To: Researchers planning to submit proposals to Iowa Beef Industry Council (IBIC) 

 

From: Doug Bear, Director of Industry Relations, IBIC 

 

Date: January 8, 2018 

 

Subject: Research proposal submission deadline and protocol 

 

The Iowa Beef Industry Council (IBIC) Executive Committee and Board of Directors is 

accepting research proposals for consideration funded through the Iowa State Beef Checkoff 

Program. The Iowa State Beef Checkoff Program, per Iowa Code Chapter 181, allows for 

funding research in the areas of live cattle production (including but not limited to: production 

systems, on-farm practices and herd health, marketing trends, etc.), in addition to research 

funding of beef and beef products. This science-based research will be used to provide practical 

information for Iowa’s beef producers to implement into their farming operations. Researchers 

can review completed national research at www.beefresearch.org to avoid submitting ideas that 

have already been covered.  

 

Proposals should be limited to those that can directly impact the Cornbelt Region on cattle 

production, specifically the Iowa beef industry.  Research proposals will only be accepted from 

higher education or land-grant institutions across the United States. The program budget for this 

call for research proposals is limited to $200,000 and proposals should be restricted to $75,000 

per project. 

 

Funding of proposals will be on an annual basis. Therefore, any prospective multi-year research 

projects must be submitted in phases (i.e. Phase 1 – Year 1, Phase 2 – Year 2, etc.). Whereas, any 

additional years of funding beyond the initial request of Phase 1 must be reapplied for to 

continue the research in subsequent years. 

 

Proposals must be submitted by email to beef@iabeef.org by 5:00pm on Friday, February 

16, 2018. Late proposals will not be accepted. Once the proposal has been submitted, it could 

take up to two months to accept or reject any given proposal. The tentative timeline to notify the 

primary investigator/s is April 2018.  

 

http://www.beefresearch.org/
mailto:beef@iabeef.org


Specific attention will be given to proposals that consider one or more of the following IBIC 

fiscal year 2017-2018 research priorities and topics (but are not limited to): 

 

Cattle production systems beneficial to Iowa’s beef producers 

 Integrated systems approach for the Cornbelt Region of cattle production 

 Robust models for decision-making purposes and cost-efficiency on operations 

 Evaluation of marginal ground land-use decisions to secure the next generation of 

producers 

 Determine forage resources and implementation into a systems-based approach to utilize 

and optimize crop and/or pasture acres to create long-term, viable cattle production with 

the greatest economic impact for the farming operation 

 Cow/calf and cattle confinement systems with herd health and animal welfare practices 

 More thorough understanding of commercial cattle feeding operations 

 Efficiency of production systems (reproduction, nutrition, and/or other management 

practices). 

 Implementation of specific land use and/or water stewardship practices 

 

On-Farm Practices & Herd Health 

 Evaluation of why diseases persist in given environments 

 Bovine Respiratory Disease (BRD) 

o Identifying metabolic biomarkers to improve BRD detection 

o Use of ancillary diagnostics for improved case definition 

o Methodologies to enhance judicious use of antibiotics (may include 

feed additives, probiotics, and/or other fermentation products) 

 Digital Dermatitis / "Hairy Heel Warts" in beef cattle 

o Economic costs of the disease in beef cattle operations 

o Factors affecting survival of the organism(s) in the environment 

o Effective prevention and intervention strategies 

 Additional herd health and animal diseases may be considered 

 

Marketing trends 

 Price discovery and/or market volatility 

 Delivery of cattle on CME contracts, including, but not limited to, evaluation of hedgers 

having the option to demand delivery of cattle to settle a live cattle contract 

 Iowa pre-conditioning sales and heifer development programs 

 Visual appraisal of cattle – weight, fat, condition, etc. 

 Add, capture, improve, and/or demonstrate demand building opportunities for Iowa 

origin cattle and end user satisfaction 

 Inclusion of increased technology for record-keeping practices and marketability of beef, 

including, but not limited to, viability of complete and effective traceability systems 

 Modernizing the animal identification system throughout all segments of Iowa’s beef 

business 

 

 

 



Proposal Outline:  (Please limit the proposal length to eight pages; Times New Roman; 12 font).   

I. Investigator(s) & Contact Information 

II. Title of Project 

III. Identified Research Priority/Priorities 

IV. Project Summary (500 words maximum) 

V. Objectives 

VI. Description & Methodology 

VII. Research Timeline 

VIII. Detailed Budget Table (projects should be completed by 3/31/2019) 

IX. Benefit to the Iowa Beef Industry 

X. Additional Information 

 

*A CV is not required. If included, CVs will not count against page totals. 

 

Deadline: An electronic copy (formatted as a Word document) of the proposal is due no 

later than 5:00pm Friday, February 16, 2018. Please e-mail the research proposal to 

beef@iabeef.org with the subject line: IBIC Research Proposal. 

 

Important Notes: 

 Payment of funded research proposals will follow the Cattlemen’s Beef Board (CBB) 

research funding requirements where 50% of initial funds will be delivered after the 

proposal is awarded by the IBIC Executive Committee, 40% of funds with satisfactory 

six-month progress report (due September 30, 2018), and remaining 10% of funds upon 

completion of the search and submission of the final report with a financial expenditure 

report. 

 

 Progress reports and final reports are mandatory. The six month progress reports for the 

FY2017-2018 funding will be due no later than September 30, 2018. Final reports will be 

due upon the completion of the project.  

 

 Please note that we are able to pay only direct costs associated with research projects. 

 

 In addition, IBIC reserves the right to call for specific research proposals outside these 

timeframes, if needs of the beef industry arise. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of these requirements to facilitate the work funded by the 

$0.50 per head Iowa State Beef Checkoff Program and possible $1.00 per head National Beef 

Checkoff Program. If you have research proposals content or submission questions, contact 

Doug Bear, Director of Industry Relations at the IBIC office at 515-296-2305 or 

doug@iabeef.org 

 

mailto:beef@iabeef.org
mailto:doug@iabeef.org

