
      Cattle producers from across Iowa elected, Kent
Pruismann to serve as a director of the Executive
Committee for Iowa Beef Industry Council (IBIC).
Pruismann, a feedlot producer from Rock Valley will
join the IBIC to oversee the $1.00-per-head National
Beef Checkoff and the $0.50-per-head Iowa State Beef
Checkoff Programs. 
      IBIC welcomed new board members Kent Mus-
feldt, Mike Holden, and Mike Keuning to one-year ap-
pointments. Musfeldt is a cow-calf producer and
livestock product sales manager from Coon Rapids;
Holden is a cow-calf and feedlot producer with a pri-
vate label meat business from Scranton; Keuning is a
cow-calf, feedlot producer, and managing an order
buying service from Monroe.
      The IBIC board consists of twenty members from
the beef and dairy community to oversee beef check-
off programming and investments. Rehder will con-

tinue to lead the group of cattle producers who over-
see both National & State Beef Checkoff Programs in
Iowa.

      The Iowa Agriculture Literacy Foundation (IALF)
has awarded 185 grants to schools throughout Iowa
to support the integration of agriculture into class-
room instruction or after school programs with an ac-
ademic focus.
      The Agriculture in the Classroom Teacher Supple-
ment Grants are designed to help teachers initiate
new projects or expand existing projects that pro-
mote agriculture literacy in students. Grants can be
used to fund innovative lessons, activities, classroom
resources, guest speakers, outreach programs, field-
trips, and other projects.
      Here are a few examples of the projects that teach-
ers will conduct:
      - 3rd grade students in Nashua-Plainfield Elemen-
tary will learn about the different breeds of cattle, the
ruminant system, nutrition, economy, and beef trivia.
They will tour a farm and see technology being used
in the operation.
      -Kindergarten students in Newton will learn about
life on a farm and the roles the farmer must take to
care for beef animals. The students will visit a farm
that raises cattle. 
      -3rd and 4th grade students in Nevada will have
beef guest speakers to present about agriculture and
how it is relevant in their lives. 
      -A kindergarten class from Dubuque will learn
about beef farms and the essential impact they have
on society. They will engage with local farmers to
learn more. 
      “This year’s grant projects will focus on integrat-
ing agriculture into social studies and language arts
curriculums,” said IALF education program manager
Cindy Hall.  “Projects will allow teachers to align to
the newly adopted social studies standards here in
Iowa.”
      The projects will be completed before the end of
the school year with final reports to be submitted by
June 5, 2018. For more information visit
www.iowaagliteracy.org. The IALF in funded in part
by the Iowa Beef Industry Council through the Beef
Checkoff Program. 
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      The Beef Checkoff Program released two new
farmer profile videos in January featuring the
Kennedy Cattle Company of Atlantic, Iowa and Plow-
man Farms, Inc. of Van Buren County. Visit
www.iabeef.org to view these new videos.
      Kennedy Cattle Company (photo left): Brothers
Zak and Mitch work alongside their family at

Kennedy Cattle Company in Cass county. They utilize
tools and technologies to provide safe, wholesome
and nutritious beef.
      Plowman Farms, Inc. (photo right): Rick (4th gen-
eration) works alongside son Cale (5th generation)
at Plowman Farms Inc., a family owned and operated
cattle farm in Van Buren County.
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